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§ 32.10 Refunds. 
(a) If the hearing official, pursuant to 

a hearing under this part, determines 
that a debt is not legally due and 
owing to the United States, the Sec-
retary shall promptly refund any 
amount collected by means of adminis-
trative wage garnishment. 

(b) Unless required by Federal law or 
contract, refunds under this part shall 
not bear interest. 

§ 32.11 Ending garnishment. 
(a) Once the Department has fully re-

covered the amounts owed by the debt-
or, including interest, penalties, and 
administrative costs assessed pursuant 
to and in accordance with part 30 of 
this title, the Secretary shall send the 
debtor’s employer notification to dis-
continue wage withholding. 

(b) At least annually, the Secretary 
shall review its debtors’ accounts to 
ensure that garnishment has been ter-
minated for accounts that have been 
paid in full. 

§ 32.12 Right of action. 
(a) The employer of a debtor subject 

to wage withholding pursuant to this 
part shall pay to the Department as di-
rected in a withholding order issued 
under this part. 

(b) The Secretary may bring suit 
against an employer for any amount 
that the employer fails to withhold 
from wages owed and payable to a debt-
or in accordance with §§ 32.6 and 32.8, 
plus attorney’s fees, costs, and, if ap-
plicable, punitive damages. 

(c) A suit under this section may not 
be filed before the termination of the 
collection action involving a particular 
debtor, unless earlier filing is nec-
essary to avoid expiration of any appli-
cable statute of limitations period. For 
purposes of this section, ‘‘termination 
of collection action’’ occurs when the 
Secretary has terminated collection 
action in accordance with part 30 of 
this title, or other applicable law or 
regulation. 

(d) Notwithstanding deemed to occur 
if from a debtor whose paragraph (c) of 
this section, termination of the collec-
tion action will be a period of one (1) 
year the Department does not receive 
any payments wages were subject to a 

garnishment order issued under this 
part. 
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§ 33.1 Purpose, authority, and scope. 
(a) Purpose. This part prescribes the 

Department’s standards and procedures 
for the collection of debts owed by Fed-
eral employees to the United States 
through involuntary salary offset. 

(b) Authority. 5 U.S.C. 5514; 5 CFR 
part 550, subpart K. 

(c) Scope. (1) This part applies to in-
ternal and Government-wide collec-
tions of debts owed by Federal employ-
ees by administrative offset from the 
current pay account of the debtor with-
out his or her consent. 

(2) The procedures contained in this 
part do not apply to any case where an 
employee consents to collection 
through deduction(s) from the employ-
ee’s pay account, or to debts arising 
under the Internal Revenue Code or the 
tariff laws of the United States, or 
where another statute explicitly pro-
vides for, or prohibits, collection of a 
debt by salary offset (e.g., travel ad-
vances in 5 U.S.C. 5705 and employee 
training expenses in 5 U.S.C. 4108). 
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